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Tennyson Inlet Islands Trust

Spring 2024 News

The days are definitely feeling warmer and longer which is great news for
spending more time in Tennyson Inlet and enjoying all there is on offer in our
special part of the Marlborough Sounds.

For almost 9 years, TIIT have been dedicated to trapping and monitoring on
Tawhitinui and Awaiti and the team manages 55 x Goodnature A24 traps, 29 x
DOC 200 traps, 9 x double BT200 boxes, and 31 tracking tunnels. Over 2,000 rats
have been caught, however recent camera footage and tracking data reveal that
trap-shy rats remain, particularly in hard-to-reach areas, consistent with similar
challenges faced by other trapping programs. In his 2022 project report, Derek
Brown strongly recommended the use of toxins to address this issue. With
generous support from Vector Free Marlborough, a targeted toxin drop was
completed in August 2024, using Double Tap pellet bait to reach these resistant
rat populations. Details of the success of this project will be reported in our next
newsletter.

In this edition we have an update from our trapping team as well as news of an
unexpected visitor which thankfully didn’t cause too many problems. And finally,
we’d love to hear from you if you have a few hours to spare to assist with trap
checking (more details on p5) or if you are able to support us with a donation to
help us pay for trap supplies. If you are already a member, we will be sending out
the annual member invoices in February as usual.

Wishing you all a safe and happy festive season!



Trapping Report
Dec 2023-May 2024

On the 9th January a group of us went out to Tawhitinui with
Andrew MacDonald (NZAndy) who was keen to do some filming of
some of the trapping and monitoring we do on that island. He
filmed us making our way to the shore and ascending to the ridge
and refreshing A24s and setting up tracking tunnels; plus some
one on one embarrassing interviews. At some stage we may see
the results of that day. That same day the tracking tunnels along
the Rimu Track had cards put in place and then the cards collected
after 24 hours.

The results were — out of 9 tunnels 6 were visited by mice and 1 by
a rat or rats and 2 were blank. One was interfered with by a weka
but it couldn’t get in, nor could it get the card out.

In February we had an
enthusiastic team
working on improving
the access to the start of
the Rimu Track. After 3
hours the job was
finished and now there
is a safe benched track
leading in. Still more
work to do on the other
end of the track.




Trapping Report continued...

In March 6 x tracking tunnels were placed along the Southern
slopes of Tawhitinui and later collected one set of results. Only 2x
tunnels were visited by rats.

In April 6 tracking tunnels were positioned along the Northeastern
slope of Tawhitinui and these have yet to be carded. We now have
31 tracking tunnels across Tawhitinui.

Refreshing of the A24 traps on Tawhitinui and Awaiti took place
from the 14th of May - 5 months since the last refresh. The process
was over several days and included replacing more of the A24 traps
that are due for maintenance. While replacing the gas cannister and
the lure in the A24 traps a note is made of any traps that are out of
gas, or need a replacement counter, so any A24s that are leaking are
being replaced as part of maintenance for our trap network. So far
14 of these have been replaced with the ones requiring maintenance
sent to Goodnature. Most of these are about 5 years old. DOC200
traps and the Double trap boxes were inspected regularly over the
period.

Total A24 strikes Tawhitinui:173
Total A24 strikes Awaiti: 11
DoC200s & Double Trap boxes: 16

Even though our strike numbers are only sightly less than the
previous period we can see that the birdlife has definitely
improved. We regularly see a pair of Kereru in the same area, with
Tui and Korimako (bellbird) across the island. A highlight in January
was seeing a baby Korimako for the first time recently fledged on
Tawhitinui, and flying with a parent.



Oh Deer...

A Brief Encounter with an unexpected visitor

In late September, one of our committee members, Graeme, noticed
what appeared to be deer droppings while working on Tawhitinui
Island; he sent a photo to DOC, who confirmed it was indeed deer
scat. DOC arranged for a hunter and his tracking dog to visit the
island to investigate further. Additional signs, such as tree scrapings
and older droppings were found, though none were fresh,
suggesting the deer had already moved on. It’s likely the scarcity of
water on the island led to the animal’s brief stay.

The deer might have been chased into the water by dogs on the
mainland, causing it to swim across. While deer are rarely seen on
Tawhitinui, similar sightings have been documented on nearby
islands, as deer are strong swimmers thanks to their hollow hair,
which adds buoyancy. Some have even been known to swim nearly a
kilometre to reach places like Maud Island (photo above, deer
swimming to Maud; John Young, 2017).

Though this visit was short, deer are a threat to native plants like
Schefflera, broadleaf, and hen and chicken fern and if left
unchecked, could potentially harm rare plant species such as
Kohekohe. Thankfully, this particular deer seemed to have moved on
quickly, however it reminds us of the need for ongoing vigilance in
protecting our island environments from unexpected hungry
visitors.



Volunteers Needed

We want to hear from anyone who would be
happy to spend an hour every so often helping
check the DOC 200 traps on the islands.
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This work has been done for many years by a
small enthusiastic team, who have contributed a
huge amount of their time to keeping our project

running, and we would love to spread the load.

If you have a boat and are keen to take a break
whilst out fishing, please contact Beryl Archer

for more information

berylarcher@xtra.co.nz
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Join Us

MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM

It is estimated that rats and stoats kill 25 million birds in NZ each year. The purpose of
this Charitable Trust is to eradicate the pests from the three islands (Tarakaipa,
Tawhitinui & Awaiti) that make up the Tennyson Inlet Island group within the Pelorus

Sound.
We need your help Cost
Individual Membership $30

By becoming a Friend of TIIT or by making a
donation your contribution will greatly assist
us in achieving our goal.

We welcome volunteers to join us on
fieldwork on and off the islands, monitoring
and servicing traps, making penguin boxes
etc.

Family Membership $50

Donation (you choose the $)

If you have ticked any of the options above please fill out your details below. With any

bank deposit made you will receive a receipt that specifies our charitable status.
Privacy: your email address will be added to our database so that we can keep in touch with you, you

will have the option to unsubscribe.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Tennyson Inlet Islands Trust Bank details:
SBS Nelson
03 1355 0865294 00

Reference 'membership’ or 'donation’

Return your form by email to our Secretary, Lesley Davies: titsecretary@gmail.com
Or post to: PO Box 2422, Stoke, 7041
Chairman: Jeremy Cooper: cooper@xtra.co.nz

BRING BACK THEBIRDS | WWW.TIT.CO.NZ
Charitable status registration #CC52790



Our Sponso

We couldn’t continue our work without the generous
support of our members and our Sponsors.
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The Field family of Elaine Bay

We extend out heartfelt thanks for you all
for your amazing generosity in 2024!




